
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1245
 
Main Petitioner: John Wood 
  
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to consider 
how it ensures the continued independence of self funded tenants of 
sheltered housing whose funds and savings are being eroded by increased 
costs such as through the Supporting People programme 
 
 
Background - Housing Support Services   
 
Housing support services allow individuals to remain living independently in 
their own home. Examples of support could include having a support worker 
or a warden. Housing support services are mainly provided by local 
authorities, or commissioned by the local authority from housing associations 
and voluntary sector organisations.  
 
Funding of Housing Support Services  
 
Previously, local authorities were funded by the Government to provide 
housing support services through the ring fenced funds under the “Supporting 
People” programme. However, as part of the new relationship between local 
government and the Scottish Government, there has been a reduction in the 
number of ring fenced funding streams. From 1 April 2008 funding for housing 
support services has been rolled up into the local government settlement.  
 
Charges for Housing Support Services  
 
Each local authority will have its own charging policy for housing support 
services. If the local authority considers that housing support services are 
necessary for an individual, a financial assessment will be carried out.  This 
will determine how much an individual must pay towards the cost of the 
service.  
 
Individuals normally make any necessary payments to the council for the 
support services, even if they are provided by another organisation.  
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1245.htm


 
Housing Association Charges   
 
Housing associations should have their own rent policy which should set out 
how rent is determined and what is included in service charges e.g. to cover 
the cost of alarm systems or communal gardening etc. It is not normal for 
there to be any duplication of charges between the council and the housing 
association for the provision of exactly the same service.  
 
Research commissioned by the Scottish Government highlighted the wide 
range of charges for sheltered housing provision that exist in different parts of 
Scotland. The research also found that many individuals living in sheltered 
housing were not exactly sure what they were being charged for in terms of 
'services', and exactly what ‘service charges’ covered.1
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

 

 

                                                 
1 Scottish Government (2008) Review of Sheltered Housing in Scotland 
http://openscotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/01/11131844/1
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